Suprapubic prostatectomy combined with vesico-urethroplasty.
A new look at the operation of suprapublic prostatectomy is suggested in view of the continuing substantial morbidity associated with traditional techniques. The proposition is that a reconstructive as distinct from a simple ablative operation is possible, notwithstanding long-standing beliefs to the contrary. The writer goes on to outline the principles, and to describe and illustrate in detail the steps in a new technique of prostatectomy combined with a urethroplasty, which uses full-thickness bladder wall flaps to provide immediate epithelial cover for the denuded surfaces of the prostatic urethra. The theoretical advantages of such a technique are borne out by the results in the first 400 cases so treated, which are contrasted with those from a comparable personal series of 200 retropubic prostatectomies and other representative series.